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 Office of the Town Council 
 
 
July 7, 2022 
 
Douglas County Board of County Commissioners 
100 Third Street 
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
 
Douglas County Board of County Commissioners, 
 
Open space, parks and trails enhance the quality of life for Castle Rock residents by expanding 
health and wellness and recreation opportunities, protecting important wildlife habitat and visual 
resources and providing places for community relaxation and celebration. Parks, open space and 
trails have a tangible economic benefit and continued funding support is needed to maintain, 
improve and add new areas as Douglas County continues to grow.  
 
It is the Castle Rock Town Council’s understanding that the Douglas County Board of County 
Commissioners will support a November 2022 ballot question to extend the .017% Douglas 
County Sales and Use Tax for Open Space, Parks and Trails. The Town of Castle Rock Town 
Council is providing this letter to support the effort of the Douglas County Open Space Initiative 
(DCOSI) and the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners to place a measure on the 
November 2022 ballot that will provide Douglas County residents the option to extend this 
important source of funding. 
 
For over 25 years, residents of Castle Rock have greatly benefitted from over $15 million in 
shareback funding generated through the Open Space, Parks and Trails tax, which has provided 
the means to protect regionally significant open spaces and park projects:  
 

• The historically and visually significant Crystal Valley Butte 
• The acquisition of the 716-acre Hidden Mesa Open Space  
• The protection of sensitive riparian areas along East Plum Creek including the southern 

extension of the East Plum Creek Trail 
• The creation of the 300-acre Philip S. Miller Park  
• The reimagined Festival Park in downtown Castle Rock 

 
Most recently, Castle Rock Town Council allocated shareback funds to support renovations and 
improvements to existing Castle Rock parks, the first of which includes the Possibilities 
Playground at Butterfield Park. The project will offer a fully inclusive, barrier free playground 
that will not only serve Castle Rock residents, but will attract adults and children of all abilities 
from throughout Douglas County. 
 
The Town of Castle Rock Town Council supports the ballot initiative to let voters decide to 
extend the shareback tax for another 20 years as well as the proposed 20% municipal shareback, 
allocated on a population basis, that will continue current funding levels that Castle Rock 
receives through the existing shareback while at the same time expanding the program to include 
the communities of Castle Pines and Lone Tree.  
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Thank you for your continued support of Castle Rock and of Douglas County communities in 
considering this important ballot initiative.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jason Gray      
Mayor 
 
 
 
c: Town Council 
 
 


